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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


June 19, 1969 


Mr, Brian Altman 
282 Washington St* ~ 

Hartford, Conn* 06106 

Dear Mr. Altman: 

I am preparing e book on what I consider 
Bungtown Coppers and would very much appreciate any in- 
formation you are in a position to furnish on pieces 
coined in America. 

I am not int ?r sted in evasion halfpence which 
is what you may refer to as these were entirely English 
crd never used in America, according to my conclusions. 

The endeavor to apply these evasions to America was a 
late nineteenth century activity of © few coin dealers. 

The fact that X em not researching evasion halfpence 
varieties does not in any way affect my respect for their 
fascination as an item in English numismatics. 

It is particularly gratifying to have a pe son 
like yourself volunteer to be of assistance in numismatic 
projects and I wish everyone had the same attitude you 
have , 



I look forward to hearing from you if you have 
any of the items I am studying or think you have. 

Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


August 21, 1969 


Dr, Brian D. Altman 
282 Washington St, 

Hartford , Conn, 06106 

Dear Dr, Brian: 

Thank you for the detailed information 
in your letter of August 16, 1969, 

I am familiar with the references you 
cite and, unfortunately. Batty is probably the 
most inaccurate and sloppy piece of work that 
has been produced in this field. 

You certainly seem to have a nice col- 
lection of evasions. 

Atkins, apparently, did not go in for 
die varietiesj only legend and vignettte varieties, 
so I imagine there are many additions which can 
be made in this regard. 

Lots of doctors are excellent numismatists 
and I hope you will follow in their footsteps. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPH/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


August 26, 1969 


Dr. Brian D. Altman 
2 "2 Washington St. 

Hartford, Conn. 06106 

Depr Dr. Altman: 

Your letter of August 16, 1969, listing your col- 
lection of evasions, has caused me to give the matter a lot 
of further thought. It would he a great help to numismatics 
to have a revised Atkins list published and you might want 
to do it. 


The difficulties with the /-kins list, as now pub- 
lished, are as follows: 

1. There are many typographical errors, causing 
variety confusion. 


2# Atkins found at least 50 more varieties after 
he published his list. 


3. There is no indication of die varieties as 
between pieces bearing the same legend. 


It. The list is not fully in alphabetical order. 
5. The use of the ditto marks causes confusion. 


6 . 

could not 


Many pieces were in poor condition so that Atkins 
read the dates, or the letters in full, or correctly. 


7. There is no finding list by reverses. 

8. There is no explanatory material as to what some 
of the legends mean. 


I have seen and examined Atkins' original list, which 
is in the Ashmoleen Museum, in Oxford, England. His sub- 
sequent notes are also there. There are e number of col- 
lections which could be examined in England and America to 
supplement the matter. My own collection has a good many 
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6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 
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Dr. Brian D. Altman 


August 26, 1969 


unlisted pieces, just as yours does. Vould you like to 
undertake this project? 

You list, as Item 227-a, a 1787 piece which I would 
like to have a rubbing of, or you could send me the coin 
itself. A pencil rubbing is all that is necessary to check 
whether I already know of it. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E°N / «tb 
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